
like us on facebook:  
Holt Island Nature Reserve

Visit our website:  
www.holtisland.org

The Friends Group  
is a voluntary 

organisation dedicated 
to the promotion and 

protection of Holt Island, 
Wilhorn Meadow and 

the Thicket in St Ives for 
the enjoyment of all.

The Islander
Newsletter of the Friends of Holt Island Nature Reserve

                                                     ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING          Friends of Holt Island Nature Reserve 
                                     www.holtisland.org 
                     Wednesday 24 July 2019 
          St Ives Corn Exchange 7.30 pm 

 
                                                    

 

 
Come and learn more about our award-winning reserve 

  
After the formal part of the meeting we will introduce our guest speaker Henry Stanier 
from the local Wildlife Trust, whose talk is entitled Dragonflies: from the Great Fen to 

Kakadu . If you have ever marvelled at these most amazing insects on Holt Island then 
don’t miss this opportunity! 

 
You can also catch up with Hidden Secrets of Holt Island - our continuing footage of the 

island’s nocturnal wildlife. Prepare to be entertained! 
 

• Refreshments provided • 
     

All welcome - non-members £3 
 

PHOTOGRAPH OF RUDDY DARTER © KEVIN LOADER 
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What a wonderful start to the season this year, with a Mute Swan deciding that 
the Reserve’s grassy path was the perfect place for her to build a nest! More on 
that inside. She was not the only one to choose an unusual nesting place this 
spring. They do say that Blue Tits will build a nest anywhere, including it seems a 
bat box! We have yet to find a bat in a nest box… 

Our new dipping pond is taking shape, more details in our Ranger’s report, but we 
hope it will be ready for use some time in August.

CO-CHAIRS’ REPORT

There’s always one
Photo: Nigel Sprowell       

Open 10:00am – 
4:00pm weekends and 

Bank Holidays from  
April until October.  

At other times the key 
 may be borrowed from 
The Norris Museum or 
One Leisure with a £20 

deposit.

Summer Newsletter 2019 
ISSUE 35

Look carefully, and you can see all eight 
cygnets with mum... Photo: Nigel Sprowell 

AGM WEDNESDAY 24TH JULY, ST IVES 
CORN EXCHANGE
We’re welcoming 
Henry Stanier as 
speaker at our AGM. 
Dragonfly expert and 
bird ringer, Henry is 
currently the Great 
Fen Monitoring and Research Officer for the 
Wildlife Trust. He set up the Ecology Groups, 
teams of voluntary surveyors across 
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and 
Northamptonshire, as well as being a wildlife 
tour guide for the Wildlife Trusts’ travel 
company. Whether he is in Huntingdonshire 
or Australia, Henry keeps an eye out for 
dragonflies, a passion of his for 30 years. 
Henry will be talking about ‘Dragonflies from 
the Great Fen to Kakdu’. 

GARDENER’S QUESTION TIME VISITS HOLT ISLAND
On 1st May, we were delighted to welcome the BBC’s Gardener’s 
Question Time team to Holt Island as part of their visit to St Ives 
where they recorded the introduction to the St Ives broadcast. 
Listeners to the programme broadcast on 17th May were able to 
hear the tranquil sounds of Holt Island.
Kathy Clugston, new Chair of Gardeners’ Question Time, and Laurence 
Bassett, Producer, visit Holt Island. 

THANK YOU TO RETIRING MAYOR  
TIM DRYE
At his inauguration last year as Mayor, Cllr 
Tim Drye made Holt Island Nature Reserve 
one of his chosen charities for the year to 
help repair our flood damage. On 8th May 
he presented us with a cheque for £1530, 
the result of his many successfully 
completed challenges over the year! Thank 
you very 
much, Cllr 
Tim Drye!
Outgoing 
Mayor Cllr 
Tim Drye 
presents 
Friends 
Membership 
Secretary 
Julian 
Limentani with a cheque for £1530.  
Photo: John Souter

The dipping pond takes 
shape

Henry Stanier



HIGHLIGHTS

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friends of Holt Island Nature Reserve 
AGM, Wednesday 24th July  
(see front page and our website  
www.holtislandnaturereserve.org for more 
details)
Our Quiz Night returns on Saturday 23rd 
November! Further details in the next edition of 
The Islander.

Heritage Open Days 21st - 22nd 
September – we’ll be open to meet and chat 
to visitors, and there will be a willow weaving 
demonstration on Sunday 22nd, 11am – 3pm.

A BIG THANK YOU TO NEEDINGWORTH GUIDES
All our young Family Fun Day visitors are given a Passport, 
which is stamped on completion of various activities. A 
small prize is awarded to every holder of a fully-stamped 
Passport! This year our theme was “Dragons and 
Dragonflies” and we were 
absolutely delighted when 
Needingworth Guides 
volunteered to make us knotted 
Dragonflies for prizes. They 
made a rainbow of 300 
Dragonflies, and they looked 
amazing! Our young visitors 
were thrilled with their prizes. 
Thank you, Needingworth 
Guides!!

ADOPT-a-BOX
We have had another very good year with our ADOPT-a-BOX 
programme, and want to thank you all for your support. The 
weather in the early part of the year disturbed the normal nesting 
times on the Island, with some birds only fledging very recently. 
Nigel Sprowell and Julian 
Limentani led the annual walk for 
our Adopters a couple of weeks 
ago, which was very well 
attended. Some Blue Tit nestlings 
had just become large enough to 
ring, and so Julian was able to 
ring them during the walk. The 
revenue from the ADOPT-a-BOX 
programme is used for our various 
bird feeds and the hygiene 
equipment for feeders and boxes.

Our young visitors get to grips with making willow dragonflies… 
Photo: Nigel Sprowell

…and here’s the result!  
Photo: Jill Burt

A dragonfly made from 
natural materials which were 
found on Holt Island  
Photo: SL

FAMILY FUN DAY 2019 – HERE THERE BE DRAGONS!
Family Fun Day lived up to its name again this year, with 
the theme of Dragons and Dragonflies how could it be 
anything but fun! The Norris Museum took care of the 
Dragons, and here on Holt Island we took care of the 
Dragonflies. We had around 380 visitors and many 
fabulous creations were made: with willow, with paper 
shapes and with natural materials. In the warm day 
Damselflies and the occasional Dragonfly were flying in the 
meadow for all to see which added to the fun. We had two 
trails, one explaining some interesting Dragonfly facts, and 
the other explaining how to tell the difference between 
Dragonflies and Damselflies. Many thanks to all the 
volunteers who make this day possible, and so much FUN!

These photos show 
the knotted 
dragonflies from 
construction to 
completion.  
Photos: SL

Two Blue Tit nestlings are 
ringed Photo: SL



TEN SWANS A-SWIMMING

ORANGE TIP BUTTERFLY
In April we reported on our website 
that Orange Tip Butterflies were 
laying eggs on the Garlic Mustard 
and the Ladies’ Smock on Holt Island. 
These stunning pictures of the 
Orange Tip Butterfly were taken by Jill 
Street. For this and other updates on 
wildlife on Holt Island, visit  
www.holtisland.org

We were delighted when a pair of mute swans decided to 
nest on Holt Island! On the 7th May, eight cygnets hatched 
and at the time of writing both parents and all eight 
cygnets are doing well.

It takes 2-3 weeks to build a mute swan nest, which is a 
huge mound of material, normally dried grasses and 
assorted vegetation, sticks and rushes, constructed at the 
water’s edge. The nest is built by the female, while the 
male supplies the materials.  It takes around six weeks’ 
incubation (sitting on the eggs) before the cygnets (young 
swans) hatch, and the cygnets stay with their parents for 4 
- 5 months.

As well as Friends 
and visitors to 
Holt Island, the 
whole town 
seemed to be 
taking an interest 
in the swan family 
and we were able 
to give regular 
updates on the 
website. 

It is wonderful 
that people take 
so much interest 
in what is 
happening on our 
Island.

At this early stage, just four eggs have been laid   
Photo: Nigel Sprowell

What’s on TV, mum?   
Photo: Nigel Sprowell

Getting bigger and venturing further along the river  
Photo: Angela Jupp

Eight cygnets a-swimming Photo: Les Goodey



Co-chair: JILL BURT jillburt@btinternet.com 07796 326931
Co-chair: HELEN WHATNELL helen.whatnell@gmail.com 07850 683134

Treasurer: BASIL BELCHER redwell18@gmail.com 07704 142990
Secretary: JADE HOCKIE  jade.hockie@elevatepa.com

Membership Secretary: JULIAN LIMENTANI limentani@aol.com 07802 166722

Committee Members:  
PAUL CLAYDON (HDC Ranger) paxton.pits@huntingdonshire.gov.uk 07810 637545  

IAN JACKSON ianjackson@ntlworld.com 07836 248360 
STEPHEN MOLLER mollerfam@hotmail.com 07867 685475 

DANIEL ROWE daniel.rowe14@virginmedia.com 07748 157702 
NIGEL SPROWELL nigel.sprowell@btopenworld.com 07899 908336

HOLT ISLAND RANGER’S REPORT JUNE 2019
Our practical volunteers racked up an impressive 227 hours 
work to 10th May. We were also had a further 54 hours 
worked by Waitrose Partners volunteers who came in to 
help build the dipping pond funded by the Waitrose 
Community Matters programme. Many thanks to them!

We have also had many hours of extra work parties from 
Roy, Doug, George & Colin K, installing boardwalk edging 
and some replacement boards.  

The new willow “fedge” along the grass path has been 
completed for this season and has been lightly trimmed to 
encourage lower level growth.

The old wire and banner sign has been removed, and our 
new sign is now in place.

LONG-TAILED TITS – GOOD AND BAD NEWS
Although it has long been thought that Long-
tailed Tits must nest on the Island, this is the first 
nest that has been seen! It was the typical oval 
shape, built up against the tree trunk, made 
from moss and webs, and then covered in lichen 
which camouflages the nest. The inside of the 
nest was lined with many feathers. Sadly, the 
nest was predated less than two weeks later. We 
have no idea ‘who-dun-it’, but the good news is 
that Long-tailed Tits definitely do nest on Holt 
Island and were present during May!

The volunteer team from Waitrose Work party volunteers Dougie and Roy 
in action   

The “fedge” looking good!

A juvenile Long-Tailed Tit ringed on Holt Island  
Photo: SL

Beautiful Long-Tailed 
Tit’s nest  Photo: SL

The new dipping pond was built with the help and support 
of the Waitrose Partners Volunteers. They also helped, 
along with our regular volunteers, to fill the pond by using 
buckets collecting water from the river in a chain pass-it-
on system.  The pond is now being planted up and 
invertebrates added by Helen and Sue.  Waitrose Partners 
Volunteers also installed a gate and helped remove some 
dead hedging.

The boardwalk edging is almost complete and more 
non-slips boards are required to continue with this 
replacement work.

Once again, many thanks to both the practical volunteers 
as well as the committee for so many hours of hard work 
put in; it’s all very gratefully received.


