
 

 

Orange Tip Butterfly egg laying habit on HINR 

 

Observations were made on H I N R on 18th April and 23rd April. 

It was found that every plant of ladies smock (Cardamine pratensis) that was examined had 

one and occasionally two orange eggs of the orange tip butterfly (Anthocharis cardamines) 

placed immediately beneath the flowering inflorescence. Observations over several sunny 

days during April had shown that the orange tip male and female butterflies had been 

regularly seen in some numbers around the reserve which suggested that the occasional 

ladies smock plant wasn’t sufficient for the egg laying requirements of such a population. 

The butterfly is known to lay only a single egg at each host plant as the larvae have a 

tendency to eat any other one. 

 

Ladies smock inflorescence with single orange tip butterfly egg 

The butterflies were also attracted to the flowers of garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolate) also 

known locally as Jack in the hedge. On close inspection many of the flowering heads of the 

garlic mustard were found to have single orange eggs of the orange tip butterfly positioned 

beneath the flowers. No eggs were found on garlic mustard plants that did not have open 

flowers. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Garlic mustard plant with single orange tip butterfly egg on leaf 

During a tenminute period some 23 eggs of the orange tip butterfly were found on both 

these plant species, always placed immediately below the open flowers or on the small leaf 

just below the flower head in the case garlic mustard.  Garlic mustard is clearly very 

important in the success of the orange tipped butterfly on Holt Island where the number of 

plants of garlic mustard far exceeds those of ladies smock. The garlic smell of the garlic 

mustard does discourage picking of the flowers which must also benefit the orange tip 

butterflies. 
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